RCIA

The Rites of Christian Initiation

of Adults (R.C.I.A.) is a program for unbaptized adults and those baptized in another faith who want to join the Catholic Church. It is also for Catholic adults who want to receive the Sacraments of Initiation – Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.

The process begins by contacting the RCIA Director to express the desire to join the Catholic Church, followed by a meeting with the Director. The next stage is the Inquiry (starts in September) where those interested can learn about the Catholic faith and then decide if they want to continue and be welcomed into the Church at the Rite of Acceptance.

The next step is the Catechumenate for further learning and a deeper faith conversion for the Catechumens (non-baptized) and the Candidates (baptized). The first Sunday of Lent, they are sent before the Bishop at the Rite of Election and Enrollment.

Following the Rite of Election and Enrollment, they enter the stage of purification and enlightenment. 
The non-baptized are now called the Elect. They, along with the candidates, prepare for receiving the Sacraments at the Easter Vigil and the Rite of Reception into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church.

The final step is called Mystagogy. The Neophytes (newly baptized) and those received become active members of the Parish and the Sacramental life of the Church.

During this faith journey, each of the catechumens and candidates has a sponsor who is a Confirmed, active Catholic adult and will participate and accompany them on their faith journey. We have an excellent team of catechists to assist with their spiritual formation and preparation. We also ask for the continuing prayers of the Parish for those who are in the RCIA process and for those who are considering the Catholic faith.

If you or someone you know is interested in the RCIA process, please call me at the Parish Office. We also would like your help with hospitality, as a catechist, or if you would  just like to sit in on a Tuesday session.

Deacon Leo Ferguson, 
RCIA Director


453-8229 Ext. 105


lferguson@saparish.com
