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It’s that time of year again – we are attempting to help our youngsters think creatively.  We had a tremendous amount of good fortune last year, and four of our teams made it to the State Finals. We hope to create a longstanding tradition of St. Anthony Wildcats representing the West Side of Grand Rapids, and the state of Michigan, in the Odyssey of the Mind (OM) World Finals.

Odyssey of the Mind (http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/) is an international educational program that provides creative problem-solving opportunities for students from kindergarten through college. Team members apply their creativity to solve problems that range from building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics. They then bring their solutions to competitions at the local, state, and world level. Thousands of teams from throughout the U.S. and from about 25 other countries participate in the program.

Odyssey of the Mind is a creative problem-solving competition for students of all ages. Teams of students are given a problem, create a solution, and then present their solution in a competition against other teams in the same problem and grade level. Here are some of the basics of participation:

· Kids work in teams of up to seven members under the guidance of an adult coach or coaches.

· Teams spend weeks or months, at their own pace, creating solutions to long-term problems.

· Team members come up with all the ideas for their solution and do all of the work themselves.  Coaches may help teach skills, educate the team on ways of approaching the problem, and evaluate their solution.

· Teams have 8 minutes to present their long-term problem solution in competition for the judges.

· Teams are scored for meeting the requirements of the problem and for creativity in categories;

Specific to each problem.

Teams are comprised of 5-7 students (grades K-2, grades 3-5, or grades 6-8) and one or two coaches.  The Primary Division (K-2) competes only at the local level, and is intended in getting the children interested in Odyssey of the Mind.  The remainder of the divisions (grades 3-5 and 6-8) compete at the local level, and if they score well enough, can advance to the State Competition, and possibly the World Finals.

The cost limits that you see on the following page are for the teams presentation, and do not reflect the cost required for participation.  The cost limits include everything that the team uses, including costumes, and props.  Teams are encouraged to utilize ‘junk’ – meaning stuff that would normally be thrown away, and/or recyclables.  The Regional tournament is typically held in the first part of March, the state finals are usually in the middle part of April, and the World Finals are held at the end of May, this year the World Finals will be held at Iowa State University (Ames, Iowa).

To learn more about OM, please visit the following website: http://www.odysseyofthemind.com/learn_more.php
We are looking for students and volunteer coaches to help make our quest a reality.  OM is a fun, challenging, and at times, time-consuming activity.  This activity is not limited to those with a science-related background; drama and creativity are also major factors.  Last year’s student team members dedicated over 3 hours/week (November-May) to designing, building, and testing their various devices, composing and practicing their skit, and creating the props for their skit.  Their hard work paid off with trips to the State Finals.

The cost for participation this year is: 1 child: $20, 2 or more children: $40.  This will help offset competition registration fees, T Shirts, and team supplies, such as paint & arts and crafts items.
If you, or your child (ren), are interested in participating in 2011-2012 OM, please fill out the following form (the forms will also be available at school) – due back to the school office by Friday, 30-September.  Or if you are interested in learning more about Odyssey of the Mind, there will be a parent/prospective coaches informational meeting on 27-September at 7:00pm in meeting room C.  Please, contact Dave Overbeek at (home) 791-0548 or (email) dave.overbeek@gmail.com with any questions.
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2011-2012 Problem Synopses

Problem 1: Ooh-Motional Vehicle 
Divisions I, II, & III 
The problem requires teams to design, build, and drive a vehicle that will travel a course where it will encounter three different situations. The vehicle will display a different human emotion for each encounter and one will cause it to travel in reverse. The team will create a theme for the presentation that incorporates the vehicle and the different emotions. The emphases will be on the technical risk-taking and creativity of the vehicle's engineering for travel and change of emotional appearance. 
Cost limit: $145 USD.

Problem 2: Weird Science 
Divisions I, II, III, & IV
The team will create and present a performance about a team of scientists on an expedition to uncover the cause of mysterious events. The team will select the location of the expedition from NASA Earth Observatory Photographs. The scientists will collect two samples and will report on their findings. The performance will also include a technical representation of the mysterious events, a moving backdrop that helps portray traveling, and a team-created device that the scientists use on the expedition. 
Cost limit: $145 USD.
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 Sponsored by NASA.

Problem 3: To Be or Not To Be 
Divisions I, II, III & IV
In this Classics problem, teams will put a musical theatre spin on one of William Shakespeare's most famous lines: "To Be Or Not To Be." Hamlet, the title character, ponders this question and realizes that the easy way out is not always the correct choice. An original "Hamlet" character will face a team-created dilemma. Unlike Shakespeare's Hamlet, the team's character will take the easy way out only to discover that it was the wrong choice. Teams will also incorporate a character that portrays Hamlet's conscience, a creative scene change, a creative costume change, and use of a "trap door." A portion of the performance will include musical theatre elements. 
Cost limit: $125 USD.

Problem 4: You Make the Call 
Divisions I, II, III & IV
For this problem, teams will design and build a structure made of only balsa wood and glue that will balance and support as much weight as possible. The structure may have a maximum weight of 9 grams and will receive 2 times the weight held, or 12 grams and receive 1 ½ times the weight held or 15 grams and receive the actual weight held. The testing of the structure will be presented in a performance that includes mathematics in its theme. 
Cost limit: $145 USD.

Problem 5: Odyssey Angels 
Divisions I, II, III & IV
The team will create and present a performance where a group of students travel throughout one or more team-created places where they encounter negative situations. These “Odyssey Angels” change what they find and turn them into positive situations. On their journey, they help two individuals with different problems and help save an entire community from a bad situation. One Odyssey Angel cannot speak, and another has a special team-created power. 
Cost limit: $125 USD.

Primary: Hide and Peek 
Grades K-2
The team is to create a device that uncovers three surprise objects by lifting a team-decorated container off of each of them from 5, 8 and 10 feet away. The containers may be raised at any time, in any order, and may be raised simultaneously. The demonstration of the solution will be presented during a performance that integrates raising the containers and the surprise objects in its theme. There will be a narrator character and a setting. 
Cost limit: $125 USD.
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Odyssey of the Mind Sign Up Sheet (For Students and Volunteers)

Students, if you are interested in participating in OM, please either print, fill out this form and return it to the school office by Friday, 30-September or email the information to dave.overbeek@gmail.com. 
Student Name


Grade



Problem Choice








First 

Second 
Third








     (Refer to problem synopses)

____________
____

___

___

___

____________
____

___

___

___

____________
____

___

___

___

____________
____

___

___

___

____________
____

___

___

___

PARTICIPATION PAYMENT DUE NO LATER THAN 18-NOV-2010
(1 child:$20, 2 or more children:$40).  If this fee would pose a hardship, please talk to Miss Whelan. Checks should be made out to: St. Anthony OM.  Please send your payment to the school office in an envelope to my attention: OM : Dave Overbeek
************************************************************************

************************************************************************

************************************************************************

************************************************************************
Parents, Grandparents, Relatives, Friends, Teachers, if you are interested in volunteering for OM in any capacity, please fill out this form and return it to the school office by Friday, 30-September.

Volunteer Name





Phone Number

_______________________________

______-________

_______________________________

______-________

_______________________________

______-________

_______________________________

______-________

I am interested in being a:
_____ Head coach
_____ Assistant coach
_____ Judge
_____ Volunteer  (includes competition day Souvenir Sales/Parking/Traffic/Directing 

   Teams etc)
